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Letter from the Executive Director  

& President 

 

When I wrote the letter for SFLôs first Annual Report back in July, I spoke of the tremendous growth we had 

seen in just one year of operation, transforming from a mere idea to a full-fledged organization supporting 

thousands of students.  Well, as youôll see throughout this report, it is my distinct pleasure to inform you that SFL 

has not only continued this incredible growth, but we have exceeded it in every capacity.  In one semester we 

have more than doubled the size of our student group network.  We held more than twice the number of Regional 

Conferences in 2009 as we did in 2008, with seven times the number of students in attendance!  The voice of 

liberty is stronger and more greatly embraced on campus than ever before.  In short, the student movement for 

liberty is growing faster than ever and it is exciting to see Students For Liberty at the helm of the movement.  

Right now, the cause of liberty is beset on all sides by the threat of statism and the encroachments of basic 

rights.  There are many individuals and organizations fighting for political power and arguing over the division of 

authority and goods without taking the time to question whether there is any legitimacy to that authority they seek 

or the goods they want to control.  If we only look at the immediate circumstances surrounding our cause, there 

are many reasons to be fearful. 

But looking upon the work that students are doing for liberty, I see the future leaders of liberty taking the 

helm today.  Why?  Because I see students attending a SFL Regional Conference and in less than a month having 

a fully functional student group on campus hosting Dan Griswold from Cato.  Because I see student bloggers 

defending freedom of speech so greatly that campus police fear them.  Because I see student groups being cited in 

CNN for opposition to carte blanche restrictions on their actions.  In short, I see students not only arguing 

amongst themselves about what level of taxation is most appropriate in a minimalist government, but holding 

protests to attract attention to the cause of liberty and following them up with educational events so others may 

learn about the intricacies of the philosophy of liberty.  With the passion of todayôs student, the future of liberty 

has never been brighter. 

Just look at the visual representation of SFLôs Regional Conference 

growth on the next page and there should be no question that the student 

movement for liberty is on the rise.  (Take a look at the 2009 SFL Regional 

Conference Review for an in-depth look at how the Regional Conferences 

went.)  We cannot underestimate the power of students and the inspiration 

provided by liberty.  Fall 2009 has been incredibly successful for SFL and 

the student movement for liberty.  I am anxiously looking forward to Spring 

2010 and the 2010-2011 school year! 

Sincerely & For Liberty, 

 
Alexander J. McCobin 

Executive Director & President 

amccobin@studentsforliberty.org   

mailto:amccobin@studentsforliberty.org
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2. REGIONAL CONFERENCE GROWTH : A VISUAL  

2007 Students For Liberty Conference: 0 students, 0 conferences 
 

 

 

 

2008 Philadelphia Students For Liberty Conference: 40 students + attendees 

 

 

 

2009 Mid-Atlantic Students For Liberty Conference in Philadelphia:  

135 students + attendees 
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3. Bullet Point Successes 
 

There are lots of successes that SFL has accomplished in the course of several months.  In one 

semester, SFL: 
 

¶ Grew the SFL Group Network to more than double, going from 109 student groups to 

250+ pro-liberty student groups around the world! 

¶ Hosted 7 Regional Conferences around the US with over 700 unique participants; 

¶ Helped form 2 new coalitions of pro-liberty student groups: New York Liberty Alliance 

and the Chicago Forum for Freedom, bringing the total number of coalitions to 5; 

¶ Founded Alumni For Liberty, a project of SFL that serves as both an alumni association 

for SFL members and a network for individuals who graduated before SFLôs founding to 

stay involved in the student movement for liberty;  

¶ Developed a Speakers Network for students to invite both national and local leaders of 

liberty to speak to their student group; 

¶ Hosted 2 Student Action Events to provide students with resources and a common event 

to host on their campuses; 

¶ Held E-Leadership webinars for 300+ unique students to learn about the intellectual 

foundations of liberty and effective strategies for promoting liberty on campus; 

¶ Launched a new Student Protests Grant program in conjunction with Bureaucrash to 

provide financial and strategic support for student activism dedicated to liberty; 

¶ Began a new Op-Ed project to assist students in writing pro-freedom Op-Eds related to 

the timely health care debate; 

¶ Facilitated attendance of 35+ students and recent alumni to the State Policy Network 

annual conference to learn about strategies for promoting liberty at the state level.  



                          

                                    Students For Liberty    _ 

2009-2010 Students For Liberty Midyear Report 
ɀ 6 ɀ    

4. SFLôs Global Network: 250+ Groups 
 

Prior to SFLôs formation, there had been no network for pro-liberty student groups.  At the end of the 

2008-2009 school year, SFLôs student group network stood at 109 organizations.  Yet in just one 

semester, SFL has more than doubled its student group network to now encompass more than 250 

student groups dedicated to liberty.   This expansion has included bringing in well-established pro-

liberty student groups like the University of Chicago University Republicans (no affiliation with the 

Republican Party) that are now accessing SFLôs many resources to provide a stronger voice for liberty 

on campus as well as brand new organizations like Paul Revereôs Messengers of Liberty in 

Massachusetts and the University of California-Berkeley Students For Liberty. 
Abilene Christian University, Abilene YAL  

Albany State University, Students for Liberty 

Albion College, Students for a Free Economy 
American University, AU Students For Liberty 

American University, Free Market Society 

Amherst College, Amherst College Libertarians 
Appalachian State University, ASU YAL 

Arapahoe Community College, Arapahoe 

Community College Libertarians 
Arizona State University, ASU YAL 

Arizona State University, Objectivist Club  

Arizona State University, College Republicans 
Arizona State University, Network of 

Enlightened Women 

Arizona State University, Student Economics 
Association 

Arizona State University, Rise of Reason 

Arizona State University, ASU SFL 
Arizona State University, ASU Secular Free-

Thought Society 

Arlington High School, Arlington YAL  
Beloit College, Koch Colloquium Bemidji State 

University, BSU Libertarians 

Blinn College, Students for Concealed Carry on 
Campus 

Boston University, BU ACLU 

Boston University Law, Libertarians @ BU Law 
Brandeis University, Libertarians of Brandeis 

Bridgewater State College, Libertarian Society 
Brown University, Brown Students for Liberty 

California State University - Long Beach, 

CSULB Conservative Student Union 
California State University, Sacramento, SFL 

Campbell University, Libertarians 

Campbell University, CU YAL 
Case Western Reserve YAL  

Catholic University Young Americans for Liberty 

Central Washington University, Liberty Club 
Coastal Carolina Community College, CCCC 

Libertarians 

College of Idaho, CI Students For Economic 
Freedom 

Colorado School of Mines, CSM Libertarians 

Columbia University, University Libertarians 
Columbia University, Columbia Students for 

Concealed Carry on Campus 

Community College of Philadelphia, Libertarians 
Cornell University, University Libertarians 

Curry College, Paul Revere's Messengers of 

Liberty 

Dartmouth College, Dartmouth Libertarians 
Drake University, Drake YAL  

Drexel University, Drexel Student Liberty Front 

Eastern Carolina University, College Libertarians 
Eastern Michigan University, EMU College 

Republicans 

Eastern Tennessee State University, ETSU 
Students of American Liberty 

Edgewood College, College Republicans 

Elmhurst College, Elmhurst College Libertarians 
Emory & Henry College, Emory & Henry 

College Libertarians 

Fairleigh Dickinson University, FDU Business 
Leaders of Tomorrow 

Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul 

(UFRGS), Circulo de Estudos Roberto 
Ferris State University, Ferris State Young 

Americans for Liberty 

Florida Gulf Coast University, Eagles for Liberty 
Florida State University, College Libertarians of 

Florida State University 

Fordham University, Fordham YAL  
Fordham College Republicans 

Franklin & Marshall College, Economics Club 

George Mason University, Students for Liberty 
George Mason University, Economics Society 

George Washington University, Liberty Society 
Georgetown University, Hoyas for Liberty 

Grand Valley State University, Grand Valley 

Economics Club 
Grinnell College, Grinnell Liberty 

Grove City College, Students for Liberty 

Hamline University, Hamline University Student 
Libertarians 

Hampden-Sydney College, Hampden Sydney 

Classical Liberals 
Harding University, Students for Liberty 

Harvard University, Harvard Libertarian Forum 

Harvard University Law School, HLS Federalist 
Society 

Hillsdale College, Hillsdale Classical Liberals 

Hofstra University, Hofstra Students for Liberty 
Howard University, Howard Libertarians 

Indiana University, Young Americans for Liberty 

at IU 

Indiana University-Purdue University Fort 

Wayne, IPFW College Libertarians 

Indiana University-Purdue University Fort 
Wayne, IPFW Young Americans for Liberty 

Inver Hills Community College, IHCC Students 

For Liberty 
Ivy Tech, Ivy Tech Young Americans for Liberty 

James Madison University, Madison Liberty 

Kansas State University, KSU Young Americans 
for Liberty 

Kennesaw State University, College Libertarians 

of Kennesaw State University 
Lafayette College, Lafayette College Libertarians 

Lewis & Clark College, Students for Liberty 

London School of Economics, LSE Hayek 
Society 

Lourdes College, Lourdes College Young 

Republicans 
Loyola University - New Orleans, Loyola 

Economics Club 

Maggie L. Walker Governor's School, Students 
For Liberty 

Marquette University, MU YAL  

Mary Baldwin, Students for Liberty 
Maryville University, Maryville Libertarians 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, MIT 

Libertarians 
McDaniel College, New Libertarians 

Mercer University, Mercer Freemarketeers 
Mercyhurst College, Mercyhurst Young 

Americans for Liberty 

Miami University, MU College Libertarians 
Michigan State University, MSU YAL 

Multi -University, Flemish Classical Liberal 

Students Assocation 
Multi -University, KoLiber 

Multi -University, Australian Liberal Students' 

Federation 
Multi -University, Institute for Liberal Studies 

Multi -University, Egyptian Union of Liberal 

Youth 
Multi -University, Ghana Students For Liberty 

Multi -University, Liberal Youth Forum-India 

Multi -University, Italian Students for Individual 
Liberty 

Multi -University, South African Liberal Students 

Association 
Multi -University, Students for Freedom 
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Multi -University, Nuevas Premisas 
New Mexico State University, NMSU YAL  

New York University, NYU College Libertarians 

New York University, Objectivist Club at NYU 
New York University, NYU College Republicans 

North Carolina State University, NCSU YAL  

Northeastern University, Libertarian Forum 
Northern Colorado University, UNC YAL 

Northern Illinois University, Northern Illinois 

College Libertarians 
Northern Virginia Community College, SFL 

Northwestern University, Students For Liberty 

Ohio State University, OSU YAL  
Ohio University, OU Students For Liberty 

Oklahoma Panhandle State University, 

OPSU College Libertarians 
Oklahoma State University, Oklahoma State 

University College Libertarians 

Oklahoma State University, group forming 

Oral Roberts, Oral Roberts College Libertarians 

Pace University, Manhattan, Pace Students For 

Liberty 
Penn State University, Students for Liberty 

Penn State University, College Libertarians 

Phoenix School of Law, PSL Federalist Society 
Plymouth State University, Plymouth Review 

Princeton University, College Libertarians 

Providence College, Providence College 
Libertarians 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, RPI Libertarians 

Rochester Institute of Technology, RIT College 
Libertarians 

Rutgers University, Rutgers YAL  

Rutgers University, Rutgers Libertarians 
Saint Cloud State University, SCSU Libertarians 

San Diego State University, Students for Liberty 
San José State University, Economics Club 

School of the Woods, Afternoon Economics 

Seattle University, SU YAL  
Seton Hall University, Seton Hall University 

Students for Individual Liberty 

Seton Hall University School of Law, Seton Hall 
Federalist Society 

Slippery Rock University, Students for Liberty 

St. John's College-New Mexico, Austrian 
Economics Club 

Stetson University, Libertarians 

Suffolk University, Economics Club 
SUNY  - Albany, Libertarians 

SUNY - Albany YAL 

SUNY - Binghamton, Libertarian 
SUNY - Fredonia, Students for Liberty 

SUNY - New Paltz, Libertarian Club 

SUNY - Oswego, College Libertarians 
Tallahassee Community College, TCC 

Libertarians 

Temple University, Temple Libertarians 

Temple University, Temple University College 

Republicans 

Texas A&M, Aggie Libertarians 
Texas A&M, Aggie Objectivist Club 

Texas State, Young Americans for Liberty 

Tidewater Community College, Young 
Libertarian Party 

Truman State University, Truman Libertarians 

UMass-Lowell, Young Americans for Liberty at 
UMass-Lowell, Libertarians 

University at Buffalo, Libertarians 

University College London, Libertarians Society 
University of Arizona, Tucson Tea Party 

University of Arizona, Arizona Desert Lamp 

University of Arizona, UA YAL  
University of Buffalo, Students for a Free Society 

University of California, Berkeley, Objectivist 

Club at Berkeley 
University of California, Berkeley, Libertarians 

University of California, Los Angeles, L.O.G.I.C. 

University of California, Los Angeles, Bruin 
Libertarians 

University of California, Santa Cruz, Libertarians 

University of Cambridge, Libertarian Society 
University of Chicago, Milton Friedman Group 

University of Chicago, University Republicans 

University of Chicago, UC Objectivist Club 

University of Chicago, Students for a Free 

Society 

University of Cincinnati, Bearcat Libertarians 
University of Connecticut, Students for Liberty 

University of Delaware, UD YAL  

University of Detroit, UD Federalist Society 
University of Florida, UF College Libertarians 

University of Houston, University of Houston 

Young Americans for Liberty 
University of Illinois, UI Federalist Society 

University of Iowa, UI Austrian Economics Club 

University of Iowa, Advocates of Liberty  
University of Iowa, Iowa Libertarians 

University of Kansas, Students of Liberty 

University of Kentucky, KU Students for Liberty 
University of Louisville, UL College Libertarians 

University of Maryland, College Park, Young 
Americans for Liberty 

University of Massachusetts, Boston, SFL 

University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth, UMass 
Dartmouth Libertarians 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, University 

of Michigan College Libertarians 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, UM Young 

Americans for Freedom 

University of Michigan, Flint, University of 
Michigan, Flint College Libertarians 

University of Mississippi, Ole Miss Young 

Americans for Liberty 
University of Missouri, MU Campus Libertarians 

University of Missouri - Columbia, MU College 

Republicans 
University of Nevada, Reno, Students for Liberty 

University of New Hampshire, UNH YAL  

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 
Carolina Objectivist Forum 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, UNC, 

CH College Libertarians 

University of North Carolina, Charlotte, UNC, 

Charlotte Young Americans for Liberty 

University of North Carolina, Greensboro, UNC, 
Greensboro Libertarians 

University of North Carolina, Wilmington, 

UNCW Young Americans for Liberty 
University of North Texas, Students for 

Individual Liberty 

University of North Texas, College Republicans 

University of Notre Dame, Libertarians 
University of Oklahoma, Libertarians 

University of Pennsylvania, Penn Libertarian 

Association 
University of Pittsburgh, College Republicans 

University of Pittsburgh, Pitt Libertarians 

University of Puget Sound, Students For Liberty 
University of Regina, Libertas 

University of Richmond, Students For Liberty 

University of South Carolina Upstate, USC 
Upstate Libertarians 

University of St. Andrew's, Liberty Club 

University of Tampa, Libertarians 
University of Tennessee - Chatanooga, YAL  

University of Tennessee - Knoxville, We the 

People at the University of Tennessee 
University of Tennessee - Martin, Libertarians 

University of Texas, Austin, Libertarian 

Longhorns 

University of Texas, Austin, Young Americans 

for Liberty at UT Austin 

University of Texas, Dallas, Austrian Economics 
at UT Dallas 

University of Texas, San Antonio, UT-San 

Antonio Young Americans for Liberty 
University of Tulsa, Students for Liberty 

University of Virginia, The Liberty Coalition 

University of Virginia, Students for Individual 
Liberty 

University of Virginia, College Libertarians 

University of Washington, UW YAL  
University of Washington, College Libertarians 

University of West Georgia, YAL  

University of Wisconsin, Madison, UW, Madison 
College Libertarians 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, UW YAL  
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Republican 

Liberty Caucus @ UWM 

University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, UW-
Milwaukee Students For Liberty 

Universtiy of Alabama, Binghamton, Libertarians 

Utah State University, USU for Liberty 
Utah State University, USU Students for a 

Sensible Drug Policy 

Vanderbilt University, Vanderbilt Libertarians 
Virginia Commonwealth University, Young 

Americans for Liberty at VCU 

Virginia Commonwealth University, College 
Republicans 

Wake Forest University, YAL  

Washington & Lee, Young Americans for Liberty 
at Washington & Lee 

Washington State University, WSU YAL  

Washington University in St. Louis, YAL  
Western Michigan University, Libertarians 

Westminster College, Libertarians 

Wheaton College, Wheaton Libertarians 

Wheaton College, Wheaton Libertarian League 

Whitman College, Whitman Libertarians 

William & Mary, W&M Students For Liberty 
Winona State University, WSU Libertarians 

Wisconsin Mid-State Technical College, SFL 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute, WPI Libertarians  
Yale University, College Libertarians 

Yale University, Objectivist Study Group at Yale 

York College, York College Libertarian Club
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5. Regional Conferences Review 
In the Fall of 2008, Students For Liberty hosted 3 Regional Conferences in Philadelphia, Boston, and Ann 

Arbor (MI) with a total of approximately 120 students in attendance.  The 2009 Regional Conferences 

have blown those numbers out of the water with over 700 students at 7 Regional Conferences.  There is 

no way that SFLôs Regional Conferences could have grown so dramatically or so quickly without the 

support of the Smith Family Foundation, especially in expanding SFLôs logistical and marketing 

capabilities to spread these ideas to more students. 

 

Total Number of Attendees:  711 Unique Attendees 

 

Total Number of Schools: 201 Unique Schools 

 

Conferences: 

New York SFL Conference @ Columbia University, Oct 10
th
  

Midwest SFL Conference @ University of Chicago, Oct 17
th
  

West Coast SFL Conference @ Arizona State University, Oct 24
th
  

Texas SFL Conference @ University of Texas-Austin, Oct 24
th
  

Southern SFL Conference @ Wake Forest University, Oct 24
th
  

Mid-Atlantic SFL Conference @ Drexel University, Nov 7
th
   

Northeast SFL Conference @ Harvard University, Nov 7
th
  

 

Immediate Impacts: 

It has been less than a month since the Regional Conferences ended, but immediate impacts of 

the conferences can already be seen. 

¶ Formation of 2 new coalitions of pro-liberty student organizations: New York Liberty 

Alliance and Chicago Forum for Freedom 

¶ Formation of 15+ new student groups 

¶ Identification of 20+ existing student groups 

¶ Increased enthusiasm of students for liberty that has translated into more events being 

held on campus by student groups dedicated to liberty 

¶ Increased size of SFL network from new students introduced to the ideas of liberty 
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5.1 NEW YORK SFL CONFERENCE RECAP 

121 Attendees 

33 Schools 

 

The New York SFL Conference was a full day of lectures, debates, and workshops that were intended to 

educate students on the importance of liberty and provide a forum for students to strategize about how to 

promote liberty.  The list of speakers on the next page should speak for itself.  The workshops and 

breakouts, though, are opportunities that no one else offers: 

Student Organizing Panel: At every SFL Conference, four of the most active and experienced student 

leaders of liberty were invited sat on a panel to discuss what they have learned as student leaders so the 

audience could benefit from their experiences.  For example, at the New York SFL Conference, the 

President of the Cornell Libertarians, Michael Cretz, shared his experiences in transitioning leadership 

while Vice President of the Drexel Student Liberty Front, Stacy Litz, talked about how her group used a 

diversity of marketing tactics to bring out large crowds to their campus speaker events. 

Ivy League Alliance for Liberty Meeting: Formed in January 2009, the Ivy League Alliance for 

Liberty is a coalition of pro-liberty student groups amongst the Ivy League to provide mutual support for 

one another and use the Ivy League name for good (promoting liberty and inspiring others to promote 

liberty).  At the New York Conference, the Ivy League Alliance for Liberty held a break out meeting, 

which focused on developing a decentralized leadership structure that would allow the true leaders of the 

organization to emerge.  Plans were also begun to create a blog and online resources for Ivy League 

students to work with one another on collaborative projects.  SFL is proud to have helped form this 

coalition as just one example of ways students can work with one another to promote liberty and 

capitalize on their own passion and efforts. 

 


